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desperate by the abuses and' corruptions of the old go-
vermnent, which had bred up the race of sanguinary
monsters, who perpetrated the atrocious act; and
had General .La Fayette returned to Paris upon
the restoration of tranquillity, to get the reward of
his conduct; if the kin^ had thunvn him, his wife,
and her daughters, into a dungeon, there was not a
Innnane man in Europe would not have said, that
he ill deserved to re-ascend his throne, and that lie
ought to have his crown torn from his head. Yet
this was; the conduct which the governments in Eu-
rope had pursued to those unfortunate persons, to
their eternal shame and disgrace. What added to the
cruelty of the punishment, was the helplessness of "the
victim, lie was not in a situation, when lie was taken,
to be demanded back by the government of France:
but, had those foul insinuaiions, wiili which his cha-
racter was attempted in this country to be blackened,
been true ; had he betrayed his trust, deceived his
master, and, finally, imbrued his hands in the blood
of his sovereign, then he would have been reclaimed
' by the French government j then the princes of Eu-
rope, trembling, at the command of the Directory,
would have ordered the doors of his prison to be
thrown open, and General La Fayette might even
have been a member of that Directory, with which
they were now obliged to treat. If the court of
Vienna was mean enough to take advantage of his
helpless situation, Mr. Sheridan hoped that the
French gxxvernaient, overlooking the past, would
reclaim La Fayette and his iellow-sufferers, as
French citizens. How well such conduct would
suit the generosity and magnanimity of the French
republic ; and what a contrast it would be of repub-
lican resentment at monarchical gratitude, that
from this atheistical government we should learn the
principle of the forgiveness of injuries, and lessons of
eternal vengeance only from the regular Christian
governments of kings!

Mr. Sheridan concluded by repeating* an observa-
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